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THE raw STEEL WORKS > VITKOVICE 

Location 

2 * u The Rev Steel Works in Vitkovice are located in the eastern part of the town, east 

of the Yitkovice-tfrabuwka highway. The plant area is 2000 » x 1000 a. On three 
sides the area is fenced by iron grating 2. 5 a high on three sides and by A wooden 
fence two m high on the northern side. 


Installations 

3» 'The Hew Steel Works comprise the following installations: 

(a) Manganese foundry, about 20 x 30 m, situated in the eastern part 
of the plant area, ^Tvro furnaces, each yielding five tong of 
'mangan* /sic/ every four hours, 

(b) Depots for raw material, about 15 x 3 x k m, eituated about 20 & 
north of the foundry, 

(c) Mill for magnesium, about If * 20 x 10 (Ho. 1 6 on plant diagram). 

(d) Foundry (No, 20 on diagram) with two Martin furnaces (Hog, 1 and 2 
on plant diagram) and eight Talbot furnaces. The foundry is in the 
dame building as a depot for fire-clay bricks. The building is 
situated about four m east of th^ raw materiel depot and consists 
of one floor, 120 x 60 x 30 m. The first Martin furnace produces 
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75 tons of otcel in seven hours. The second Martin furnace 
pro due gg 150 tons of steel in seven hours* Each Talbot 
furnace can produce 225 tons of high quality steel in eight 
hours. However, these furnaces are used only when needed. 

The majority are idle* The hall for heating the ingots 
has eight heating furnaces, which can heat 15 ingots. The 
actual new ctcel works have five cranes for 100 tons each, 
one crane for 150* tons, three cranes for 15 tons, four cranes 
for 10 tone. Ifear the heating furnaces are four cranes for 
50 tons . 

(c) Old rolling mills (Mo. 33 on Pl& nt diagram) , situated four n 
east of the foundry, "ise about 60 x 30 X 30 m. Equipped 
with one rolling ’chair' vith five profiles; one hydraulic 
shears . 

(f ) Sew rolling mills, about 60 x kO x 'JO* Hot completed no of 
July 1953* Wo machinery installed. 

(g) Pumping station, 30 x 20 x 12 a, situated 20 south of the old 
rolling wills . 

(h) Railway freight, station for the New Steel Works, situated 
couth of the plant. 

(i) Railway line running from the Old .Steel Works oi Vitkovice 
to the northern part of the plant. 

( i) Transportation deportment for the entire national enterprise. 

Situated ‘behind’ the Vitkovice»-HrobvW'ta highway. 

k. "SuFplant receives electric power frota the electric power plants ef the First of 

May, in Moravska Ostrava. 

5 ™ The" Rew^and. 0 the Old Steel Works at Vitkovice each has its own transportation 

system: a narrow-gnuge railway. There 'are three locomotives. 

Raw Materials . 

6. ‘"The Sew Steel Works receives: 

(a) Iron ore from the UrrR, . veden, -'ol&nd and . lovnkia. .. 

(b) Scrap iron mostly from Poland And from Brno and Pilsen to .Czechoslovakia 

(c) Manganese ore from the USSR and Sweden. 

(d) Dolomite from Poland. ‘ . . . - m . . 

(e) Chromium, shipped in boxes 100 x 60 x 60 cm from the port of Trieste. 

Each box holds 150 kg of chromium. 

(f ) Silicon, shipped in boxes 100 x 60 x 60 cm, weighing 150 kg. Origin 

unknown. to me. . / ‘ 

rroductlon . 

7. ^Kach month the factory produces: 

(a) Three large pieces (weighing about 120 ton:;) which arc later used 
for the production of crankshafts . 

(b) 9000 ingots for the pro duct ic: of. rails (model 1 XX). 

(c) 9000 ingots for the production of iron i.hect. (aiocel oi mixture *l)* 
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(sj 20 ingat 
Mixture 


J.COO armored plates, IpO x 110 x 35 cm, model of tnc mixture 7 

nii 1 


w ifigh quality aeta* 
In January 1953 the 
foremen were tran 


‘'The entire production o£ rails is exported to Korea. The large axles *nd ..-hi-> 
propellers arc coveted in the Old Steelworks and then shipped to '^iteerlnd 
JT? tlWf - re ?* cd /’or vsecnoslovak needs. The iron plates are 


exported to the U 
«*ith section ox" tiie! (j 


!J® *1" ?* rstl ., slX tHi 6 ° r W3 the Five-Year Economic Program wa: 


Absenteeism o-f work; 

A f Jgi ni u trot ion 
'The manager of the 
with dark hair; He I 
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>1 high quality steel for the production of axles * 

!l 


(f) ingots flag*, production of rails. 


MU 

H r* Ve not bcen mailable for the production of high quality steel, 
j percentage of rejects in the rolling Mills vas . /j .1 the 

erred elsewhex*c • 

L 


The 


— - ***'- vii tire 

Tnc ingots of .high quality steel are transported to the black- 
id ;teel Works in Vitkovice. 


;rs | amounted to 30 $ 


fulfilled cIj* 4 , 


jW . tecl Wox-Scs is (fnu) Muller > ^ Cowunist, about I'fU 
always wears glasses. 


13. ’"'There are 150 crapldyje? 
military academy atl^ra: 
brigadiers in the plant 
months /date not given/" 
■evict employees, 11,1 


tall 


Jhc production manner is (fnu) y^tppek , v Ovmmiet, *bout 163 eras tell with 
blona hair end an a<juiiine nose. He denounces workers in the plant. 

1 .abor 


ro?a the 


’'Average net monthly 


i5* "A typical foundry worker may earn j 6 og 

1 n . tti v . .11, 


^ of whom 10 are women. About ko political prisoners 
nice unload railway freight cars . 'In ere were about 50 

About 20 brigadiers from, other factories worked for 5 ^ 
in the Nev ^tcel Works as a voluntary brigade. There were no 


salaries in one nev currency /post 30 Hey 

-1500 Crowns 


| Genera], worker 
Working forowan or 
| j old master 
| Young engineer 
Ajoprentice 
jFurnace worker 
First helper near 
jfurnaces 

iSecond helper near 
: furnaces 
Crane driver 
Director 

Female employee in 
the technical 
offices 


-2200 Croons 
-IbCO Cro’v-ns 

• ^*50 Crovns plus food and lodging 
-2500 Crowns 

-ifiCO Crowns 

-1500 Crowns 
-l600 Crowns 
-3000 Crowns 


700 Crovtos 


lb. 


nu ,7 '- vvyw Crowns net per saonth but have to work every 

..unday. xho discounts: and deduction for this vorkcr tnr.y cone to 1 Q 6 Kao per month 
Plus 1* of gross salary for BOH fees (obligatory oonocunlk union for vorkers). “J-'v 
per cent extra is pai& fir uudsy fork. If the first foundry worker near thi furies 

cam ns much as 100 FCcg extra prr month • 

^*4? in „ priVBt ® ri: -- tr " *Im CP wcntocrc get flats in the new 
Atecl Works. Most of the work! ere bring their aeaJ.s froa hose, 
meals in the factory canteen. 


exceeds his norms he anty 


"Most of the workers 
living quarters of tfo 
Very few buy the cold 
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after work •» two days 


i politic*! edsscatiea a wetkj 

jwMbers o£ the CP receive «j*ci*l thrae-aonth courses , 
/ft er that preparation they beeeae political, toetructars ****** 


"Them ere two hoars o- 
loading workers e»a lc. 
at j//Jr*Vslw;. Ostrava . , 
the workers. 


one* *ith piBtels- are poeted aeer the. estraace gate, 
rkers* allitia guard the gate, they are arael with i 
Mtv; the firc-fighti*6.®B«5i.aW9ttt. • 


sketch vf the layout of the lew . teei yerks at ^iOww we 

. /aee vfollowiag i?»g^ 
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Mgg iff. I' A I 


Ivc I? 


yitl covlce 


16. 
17. 


I r K' . V ti Vt I’ur 11 ; c c . 

Martin X u r n a c e . 

3 * - ,U\ loot furnace , 

11 * chimneys fci* the i’virn:-- cr.-. » 

1 - ■ • - • .* no t tor i imc . 

3 , . linker lor uoXo^iJ.- (calcium magnesium carbonate). 

1 * * -;crot :?rr w&gr.e^iuw. 

1 tS . v »r : ty dc lot . 

Will i*o r nagncuium. 

Koundry i\#r wngc-nc::**!. 

J.G. - 3 .':>. rUHiacisp for fimagmlhe. 

i.O, H- .11 vith Kr-rtin and ¥rj.bc*t flirnaces. 

- 1 . ^ein g*tc to that, he 11 . 

• opot for fire -oley bricks. 

13 * flail for her. ting furnaces. 

'- Ja * - 31. Renting i'urn&ccn. 

31 • i.e-.borr.* tor 1 c :.> , 

33 * Old rolling ail Is. 

3 *** Nfcir rolling /Rill;.?. 

35 * lumping- station for rolling mills, Martin furnace©. 
3 o * Sfe rrovr.gouge mi.i vay . 

37 * 1 c,';u.l nr Oarcchoslov*;fc rpilvrsiy line. 

30 * Highway to Brabuy/ca . 

39 * "fence * 

. TtoJLf. 1 rig snil j. c . 
k 1 * My dra u.L ic sh c » r : r . 

Ji; -' Temporary depot for rolled material. 
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Mfgg ation 

j "'I 1 ... ■■ 

in Vitkovice are located in the northwestern part of the torn. 

On the northwestern side of the plant area rune the highway from Ostrava to Zabreh. 

enterpri “ e i -; surrounded by an iron fence, except on the nor t hie e tern side where 
there is a concrete wall. The fence is 2.5 a high. ' I 

t er ig-ls 

# *he . .id teol 'Porks receives j. 


Slovakia and Poland# 


amount from Czechoslovaks! 


{&) Iron ore from rweden, the UV’B, 

(b) Copper ore from weden. 

(c) crap iron from Poland; a &j*aJLL 

(d) Chroniuw from Belgium. 

! 

(e) flute from folrand. 

| : 

(■■') olowiite from ^o-iano. | 

r educt ion 

reduction at the Old tuei Morks includes * 

(‘"-J Ingots from chroniwi steel for: railroad car axles, cogwheels, 

large nsict. ' 

(b) Tank turrets, 70 cm thick* The steel plate used in this production 
is three at long, J.80 cm wide and 1^0 cm thick. 
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c ue to the shortage of ve 
Jan ^ 


dl^h ore '42$ 'of the production /of what?/ were rejects in 


"The armored sheets ana whelels 
'» *.'S, 'bout 8a£ of the totlei 
rogr&m was fulfilled Jan 5 


a production goer, to the O’:"!?, The Five-Year economic 

<\i by I 101<. rri 1 

I 


28. 

29. 

30. 

31- 

32. 


. » dmlnl strut ion 
T The manager of the Old * te 
the strongest members of th 
about 30 years old, with da: 

"'The director of production 

v -abor * 1 

"“Host of the workers eat in 
are some barracks in Vitkovi 


1:1 

fel cti 

“Sc fcjair* 

is;j{fnuy ;;.jLctea «, 


Secur ity 

’The plant has three B?.tec> 

night guards from the worker!?* militia are’ also on 


j a you t • 

'^allowing is « sketch ©f th 
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for railroad cars ©ire | exported to Korea, China and the 


orks is ing* (fnu) 
in the Moray ska O; 


trava - Vitkovice area* He is tall. 


the factory canteen ana 


ce for the Slovak worhUrsl The working morale is bad. 


Ihere is an hour of Joliticlal education tvice a week after working hours* 


Ste 


|ej layout of the Old f 
J j/sTee following page/ 
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Milota, whom some consider one of 


live in private quarters* There 


each guarded by three gatekeepers armed with piotols • At 


patrol 


el Works at Vitkovice t 
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gS e n ^* Old . teej Works, Vitkovlce 


jjVorkers* hospital. : erves the 
| i Plant 'hotel 1 . Used for Oowsru; 
»s a workers " canteen. 

Workers 1 Juiteen, 50 a from thej 
! depjert.aent for all iron 

•ae-otory building, about 30 x 
Wev workers 0 nebs hall, used icl; 
if or this mess and also those wq: 
a doctor. 


i : 

porkers and merabers of their families 


iniet meetings, theater 


hotel . 

and steel workers at Vitkovlce, a 
10 m, ; I 

r| those on special diets. The food 
rkers using it must be approved by 


Tempering Section, about 200 x 

j press, a pneuaatic hammer, thre! 

oil- and two "wiicer- tempering 1 tanks 
Blacksoith 
large axle*p 


section, /Production 


meiterlsGij fox* the production 


belt carries the HKaterial into (g) 


productions and 


p0 »• Machinery includes & pneumatic 
e 1 15 -ton cranes, six furnaces, two 


of wheels for railroad cars and of 
i | Machinery includes j two furnaces, two pneumatic 
heunners fojj* work on the heavy axles, 15 spring hammers, four 
pneusaatic hammers, four small hjsating furnaces, two jb-ton cranes, 
j’tore of ingots for the blacksmith section, /not on diagram*/ 
Reparation of the mixture for the production of fire-clay bricks 


of fire-clay bricks. A conveyor 


has three departments: the mills 


The fire-cRy part of the pliwt,.™. u^aL ^nuu; tac mxxxs 

for milling the raw material are in (10); this is carried to (9), 
mixed and used for the production of bricks. The department (ll) 
is used for production of various sorts of fire-clay material to 
be used in ,(9). department (ll) has six milling machineo on the 
ground floor, 15 nixing machines 1 - 

••juilt-nachineE ' on the second i 




on the first floor and 10 
ftloor. 


-]il6, .Sections for drying bricks 
Depot for bricks 
Casting holes • _ 

Electric furnaces /not clear whe 
quality steel, 30 tons of mater i 
gelding halls . 

Martin furnaces, capacity of M* 
Chi«ncyG, 6d m high. 
f>ep£rti«cnt for production of ket 
jpresaes, fivej welding machines. 
Jtfichincry sdcjtion: four large 1 
f reisers; for I the production of coj 
drilling isachines, three cranes. 
ifprmal-gwugc| railway lines. 

Ifarrowr* gauge railway lines. 

Fence. 

vforkero* barracks. 

Heating fumkceo. 

IJumping station^ Four engine puujps 
/not on diagpcim/ 

Mixing ran-chines. 

Milling machines. 


L J -r 1 

[ther one or several/ for special high 
&1» 


« \ 

\ 


tone of steel. 




clee* Machinery includes four 


kthesr, 10 snail lathes 


six large 


Wheels, six shaping machines, five 


Conveyor bel 
Generators . 11 

I! 


/n->t on diagram/ 
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